NMnited States Sengte

WASHINGTON, DC 20810-1803

Tuly 22, 2004
The Honorable Arlen Spegter The Hororable Torn Harkin
Chairrnan, Ranking Member
Labor, Health and Human Services, Labor, Health and Human Setvices
and Education Appropriations Subcommitiee and Education Appropriations Subcommiitee
1.5, Senate 1.8, Senate
Washinpton, DX 20510 ‘Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Specter and Ranking Member Harkin:

We are writing to urge you to suppott cnding the cycle of poverty by fimding the William F.
Goodling Even Svart Family Literacy Program at $250 million.

As you know, William F. Goodling Even Start Family Literacy Program helps break the cycle of
paverty by improving the sducational opportunities of the nation's lowest-income families. This program
has bean very succesafil in the past becanse carly childhood education, adult literacy or adult basic
education, and parenting sducation are unified into a single family literacy program. This comprehensive
one-stop family literacy propram is like no other.

Research shows that families participating in William F. Goodling Even Start Family Literacy
Frogram make consistent swtistically significant gains on virtually all measured literacy outcemes. This
program achieves significant outcomes while serving 2 unique and extremely disadvantaged population
becauge ingrructional activities are baged on scientifically-based research, In 2004 the U.S. Department of
Education states that, “Ne Other Education Program Serves a Comparable Population.” For sxample,
Even Srart farnilies are significantly poorer than Head Start families. In 1997, 41 percent af Even Start
families had an annual heusehold income under 56,000, compared with 13 percent of Head Start families.
In the 2000-2001 program year 84 persent of Even Start participants were at or below the Federal poverty
bevel.

This $250 million request represents the first steps toward empowering 50,000 Americen families
to gain literacy skills, build strong families, eam a living wage, and move foward self-sufficiency, We
believe this investment is justified because of the strong experimental research results that indicate
families achieve strong and consistent literacy results each year. We urge you fo continue empowering
America’s families with programs that have “proven track records of success.” Thank you for your

consideration
E

Bincerely,

Senator Susan Collins
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